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to the French outposts, he had already obtained the esteem of
his fellow-colonists as a man of unusual ability, courage, and
strength of purpose. This estimate of his character was
shown to be a just one by the determined way in which
he conducted the duties entrusted to him.

With a little band of six or seven English colonists, includ-
ing a famous frontiersman named Gist, and about the same
number of Indians, Washington marched through 400 miles
of forest land to the French fort of Le Bceuf, twenty miles
south of Lake Erie. It was no easy journey at that time,
and the discomforts and perils of pushing day after day
and week after week through tangled brushwood and dark
woods, with the autumn rains fully upon them continually,
may not be lightly passed over. In December Washington
duly reached Fort le Boeuf, and to the French officer,
St. Pierre, delivered his message from the Governor of
Virginia resenting the occupation of British territory, and
requesting his withdrawal. St. Pierre treated Washington
courteously, but in no hesitating terms sent back an answer,
which was a blunt defiance of the British demands.

With this missive Washington set out again upon the
homeward journey. To save time he took with him only one
companion, the man named Gist, leaving the others to follow
at their leisure, and, wrapped in an Indian cloak, with a rifle
over his shoulder and a scanty stock of provisions, the young
Virginian dared a great adventure. The forests were now
silent and dead in the grip of a great frost, and the rivers were
frozen over. But with grim resolution Washington and his
companion hurried back over those 400 miles, anxious
lest at any moment those silent woods might ring with the
Indian war-whoop. Once, indeed, a savage, prowling on their
trail, fired point-blank at Washington, but without effect. He
was seized by the two travellers, and with his arms tied to
his sides, was marched in front of them for a whole day's
journey, lest he should bring his tribe upon their track,
Arriving at the Alleghany River, they found it choked with